E - George (w/Chris)

GEORGE. (To Ann.) You're not married yet, are you?

ANN. George, will you sit down and stop—?

GEORGE. Are you married yet?

ANN. No, 'm not married yet.

GEORGE. You're not going to marry him.

ANN. Why am I not going to marry him?

GEORGE. Because his father destroyed your family.

CHRIS. Now look, George...

GEORGE. Cut it short, Chris, Tell her to come home with me. Let’s
not argue, you know what I've got to say.

CHRIS. George, you don’t want to be the voice of God, do you?
GEORGE. I'm...

CHRIS. That’s been your trouble all your life, George, you dive into
things. What kind of a statement is that to make? You're a big boy
now.

GEORGE. I'm a big boy now.

CHRIS. Don't come bulling in here. If you've got something to say,
be civilized about it.

GEORGE. Don't civilize me!

ANN. Shhh!

CHRIS. (Ready to hit him.) Are you going to talk like a grown man
or aren’t you?

ANN. (Quickly, to forestall an outburst.) Sit down, dear. Don’t be
angry, what’s the matter? (He allows her to seat him, looking at her.)
Now what happened? You kissed me when 1 left, now you..,

GEORGE. (Breathlessly.) My life turned upside down since then, I
couldn’t go back to work when you left. I wanted to go to Dad and
tell hinx you were going to be married. It seemed impossible not to
to tell him. He loved you so much... (He pauses.) Annie...we did a
terrible thing. We can never be forgiven. Not even to send him a
card at Christmas. I didn'’t see him once since | got home from the
war! Annie, you don't know what was done to that man. You don’t
know what happened.

ANN. (Afraid.) Of course I know.



GEORGE. You can't know, you wouldn’t be her;:[D,ad came to
work that day. The night foreman came to him and showed him the
vylinder heads...they were coming out of the process with defects.
There was something wrong with the process. So Dad went directly
to the phone and called here and told Joe to come down right away.
But the morning passed. No sign of Joe. So Dad called again. By
this time he had over a hundred defectives. The Army was screaming
for stuff and Dad didn't have anything to ship. So Joe told him...on
the phone he told him to weld, cover up the cracks in any way he
could, and ship them out,

CHRIS. Are you through now?

GEORGE.  (Surging up at him.) 'm not through now! (Back to
Ann.) Dad was afraid. He wanted Joe there if he was going to do it.
But Joe can’t come down...he’s sick, Sick! He suddenly gets the
flu! Suddenly! But he promised to take responsibility. Do you
understand what I'm saying? On the telephone you can’t have
responsibility! In a court you can always deny a phone call and
that’s exactly what he did. They knew he was a liar the first time,
bul in the appeal they believed that rotten lie and now Joe is a big-
shot and your father is the patsy. (He gets up.) Now what’re you
going to do? Eat his food, sleep in his bed? Answer me; what're

ou going to do? —
%mWhat’re you going to do, George?

GEORGE. He's too smart for me, I can't prove a phone call.
CHRIS. Then how dare you come in here with that rot?
ANN. George, the court.,.

GEORGE. The court didn’t know your father! But you know him.
You know in your heart Joe did it.

CHRIS. (Whirling him around.) Lower your voice or I'll throw you
ol of here!

GEORGE. She knows. She knows,
CHRIS. (To Ann.) Get him out of here, Ann. Get him out of here.

ANN. George, [Lknow everything you've said. Dad told that whole
(hing, in court, and they...

GEORGE. (Almost a scream.) The court did not know him, Annie!
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