D — Ann (w/Chris & Keller)

KELLER. You heard me. Now you know what to tell him. (Puuse.

He moves from her—halts.) But he wouldn’t put me away though. ..
He wouldn’t do that... Would he?

KATE. He loved you, Joe, you broke his heart.
KELLER. But to put me away...

KATE. Tdon't know. I'm beginning to think we don’t really know
him. They say in the war he was such a killer. Here he was always
afraid of mice. I don’t know him. I don’t know what he'll do.

KELLER. Goddam, if Larry was alive he wouldn’t act like this. He
understood the way the world is made. He listened to me. To him
the world had a forty-foot front, it ended at the building line. This
one, everything bothers him. You make a deal, overcharge two
cents, and his hair falls out. He don’t understand money. Too easy,
it came too casy. Yes sir. Larry. That was a boy we lost. Larry. Larry.
(He slumps on chair in front of her.) What am I gonna do, Kate. ..

KATE. Joe, Joe, please...you’ll be all right, nothing is going to
happen...

KELLER. (Desperately, lost.) For you, Kate, for both of you, that’s
all I ever lived for...

KATE. Iknow, darling, I know... (Ann enters from house. They say
nothing, waiting for her to speak.)

ANN. Why do you stay up? I'll tell you when he comes.

KELLER. (Rises, goes to her.) You didnt eat supper, did you? (To
Kate.) Why don't you make her something?

KATE. Sure, I'll...

ANN. Never mind, Kate, I'm all right. (They are unable to speak to
each other.} There’s something T want to tell you. (She starts, then
halts.) 'm not going to do anything about it...

KATE. She’s a good girl! (To Keller,) You see? She’s a. ..
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ANN. T'll do nothing about Joe, but you're going to do something
for me. (Directly to Mother.) You made Chris feel guilty with me.
Whether you wanted to or not, you've crippled him in front of me.
I'd like you to tell him that Larry is dead and that you know it. You
understand me? I'm not going out of here alone. There’s no life for
me that way. I want you to set him free. And then I promise you,




everything will end, and we'll go away, and that's all.
KNELLER, You'll do that. Yow’ll tell him.

ANN. 1 know what I'm asking, Kate. You had two sons. But you've
only pot one now.

KNELLER, You'll tell him,..
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KATE. (Stops.) Don't speak to me.,
ANN. [ said he’s dead. T know! He crashed off the coast of China
November 25th! His engine didn'’t fail him. But he died. I know...

KATE. How did he die? You're lying to me. If you know, how did
he die?

ANN. 1loved him. You know I loved him. Would I have looked at
anyone else if I wasn't sure? That's enough for you.

KATE. (Moving on her.) What's enough for me? What're you talking
abowt? (She grasps Ann's wrists.)

ANN. You're hurting my wrists.

KNATE. What are you talking about!

(I'tuse, She stares at Ann a moment, then turns and goes to Keller.)
ANN. Joe, go in the house...

KNELLER. Why should I..,

ANN. Please go.

KELLER. Lemme know when he comes. (Keller goes into house.)
NATE. (Sces Ann take a letter from her pocket.) What's that?

ANN. Sit down... (Kate moves left to chair, but does not sit.) First
yoirve pot to understand. When 1 came, I didn’t have any idea that
le .1 had nothing against him or you. I came to get married. I






